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GOVERNOR'S “MESSAGE: 


Gentlemen of the Council and House of Representatives : so T : 


Congratulating you upon the favorable auspices under which : “you. 
have again assembled, it is with pleasure that I am enabled to'say, that: 
while peace reigns, health is universal, and plenty has crowned the labors — 
of the husbandman throughout our borders.- 

But in the midst of these felicitous circumstances, i is my painful 
duty to announce that he who last addressed you upon, 3, similar occasion, 
‘thas gone to that'bourne from whence no traveller returns.” "The: Hon: 
CuanLEs H. Mason is no more! Wise beyond his agejsin his death the 
.Territory has lost. one- of its ablest statesmen arid divoted defenders— 
society a bright ornament, and.mankind a great benefaktor: - Devoted to 
the land of his adoption, liberal, just, educated and refined, he has fallen 
ia the bloom of his, _youth—in the prime of his manhood. Living, ‘he 
was beloved by all, ‘so he died lamented. . Ever striving to emulate his 
many manly virtues. in our - hearts, let us, embalm kindly recollection, and 
each drop a tear to “his memory. 
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Regretting my limited acquaintance with. the. country, and the. wants 
of our people, in accordance with the usage of my predecessors; 1 now 


proceed to make some suggestions, and impart such information as: : my 
brief residence in the Territory has enabled me to acqnite. e 


During the month of September last, thé Capito] ‘building was in 
great danger of destraction from fire in the ‘surrounding woods, The ře- 
moval of the fellen timber and other rubbish ` would guard. against future 
similar dangers, facilitate access, and much i improve the appearance of tho 
public grounds, for which a small appropriation js suggested. 


In relation to the title of the Capitol and Penitentiary grounds, 
nothing has reached this office since your last session. An early adjust- 
ment of title, and erection of buildings *is very desirable. The present 
edifice is unsuited for the business of legislation, and while labor in the 
Penitentiary would promote the health and comfort of the convicts, their 
confinement therein, would relieve the several counties of the burthen (al-, 
ways onerous) of supporting them afZer conviction, 


Greatly to the injury of our commerce, the lights have recently been 
discontinued in the Light Honse at Shoalwater Bay.. Gray's Harbor has 
not yet been surveyed. This should be~done at an early day; a light 
placed at its entrance, and buoys in the channel. The attention of the 
proper department should immediately be called to these matters. 


. Recent occurrences cannot haye failed forcibly to impress upon all, the 
defenceless condition of our entire coast, The early adoption of measures 
for its defence, can hardly be too urgently pressed. upon the general-gov- 

' ernment; and the first step in this direction should be an exchange of the 
. duties now ‘performed by the Shubrick and Massachusetts, The want of 
celerity of motion, and gréat draft of' water, renders the latter wholly une 
available for efficient service against the N otthern Indians, ` to which the 
former is samian adapted. 


.: For a brief, space, "a “speck of war’ hung, meteor. ‘Tike, upon our 
northern border; but thanks to wise heads and humane hearts, it is now 
below the horizon, and ’tis hoped will rise no more, 


Descended ‘from a common stock—speaking the same langaage; fra- 
ternal feeling—good neighborhood—interest and-humenity—each forbade 
‘the threatened contest. Now, that. the: danger is past, (while duly-ap- 
"preciating ‘the high-toned patriotism and chivalry which seemingly exceeded 
"the riged rules of right," but which most certainly, by procuring a speedy 


` 


- , adjustment’ of tlie long vexed ‘question’ ‘of title, will result in good to the 
country, ) letus, henceforth, imitate the generous example of forbearance set 
us; eultivate reciproéal amenity, promote commerce, and serüpulonsly re. 

gard the rights of our British neighbors; ^ EE 


ix ^ Charged vith the duty of "taking care that the laws be faithfully 
executed," the late order.of Gen. Scott directing the military commander 
Washington Territory, ‘to interfere ‘with any British subject residing or 
happening to be on the same,” was to me a matter of no small surprise and 
regret. | - © s ; 


l _ Subverting all Territorial, and usurping as it does, SUPRENE authority, ‘ 
it is in effect, - so far ` as violations of our laws by ‘British subjects are con: ` 
cerned, not only a declaration. of "martial law" upon that Island, but & 
usurpation of our rights, of precisely the same character of ’those-alledg- 
ed against us by the British authorities, which he professed to be restoring 
to them; and is’ a reversal of: the fundamental principles of our gov: 
ernment, and the genius of our institutions, which require that the militury 
shall everywhere, ard at all times be subordinate to the civil power... Not 
believing: it possible that the instructions, to Gen. Scott cbuld have, author-" 
ized or contemplated such a proceeding, a communication, (among other 
things, ) protesting against this order, and asking its abrogation, has been M 
forwarded. 


, immediately. upon, bearing the concessions made i in reference to the s 
occupancy of the Island, the Territorial ‘officers there were urged to re- 
spect the rights of; British subjects, and the course thought proper, in case 
~ of a violation of our laws by tlie latter, suggested and its adoption advis- 
ed. Relying upon the well kiown intélligence of our officials there, (both 

_ military and civil) it is hoped no collision - growing out. of the chnoxiots 
order will occur, >“ = ; E : = 


‘That under any fair construction of the treaty, the Island is ours, is 
regarded as beyond a doubt, Hence no o fears’ of its final surrender are ene. ` 
« tertained. D : 
"Whether any legislation i is necessary for the preservation of peace, 
ánd to üphold thé integrity of the Territory, pending the joint Pape 
18 respectfully submitted to your superior wisdom. 
From a statement furnished by-the Surveyor General, it: ape 
that the “nambtr of miles bu contract: ‘at the rece of the present , 
surveying season, was. deduce E LU s es ees 2,784” 
a 
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No..ef miles, Meridian and standard parallel Jinessutvy 150-- . 
Noof exterior and sub-divisional lines...........3.2,232 


"No. of miles under contract remaining unsurveyed........  '. 365 
No. of acres surveyed during the year... :....:..... cese 620,000; 


"No. of acres snrveyed in the Territory. . "PRI EC 040,969" 


The surveys executed during the past yeu have been chiefly upon the 
peninsula in the vicinity of Teekalet; along the shores of Puget Sound; 
from Seattle to Puyallup Day; on Bellingham Bay, and Gulf of Georgia; 
Comong, and Whidby’s Island; the lower Chehalis; the level lands to the 
morth and east of Gray's Harhor, ‘and the Columbia River bottom in uie 
vicinity of the Cascades. 


The Puget Sound guide meridian has been extended north to within 
a‘few chains of the northern boundary, and standard parallels run there- 
from to the Gulf of Georgia and Rosario Straits. 


; The estimate of surveys for the next year includes 1600 miles of exte- 
rior and sub-divisional lines west of the Cascade mountains, and 400 miles 
of meridian and standard parallel, and 2000 miles exterior and sub- divis- 
ional lines east of the same. 

* Itis expected that the initial surveys east of the Cascades, consisting 
of a meridian and standard parallels, will be, commenced early in the 


- 


spring. 


From a aaen of the Register of the Land Office, it appears - 


that in the aggregate, fifteen handed and fifty-five donation and-three 
hundred and fifty-two pre-emption claims have been filed, and there are 
about two hundred settlers claiming under the pre-emption laws npon 
lands not yet surveyed. 


«The Receiver reports that twenty four persons claiming under the 
donation laws, taking in the aggregate, four thousand two hundred and 
fifty-two acres, and paying therefor, five thousand three hundred and 
twenty-five dollars, ($5,325, ) and twenty-five pre-emption claimants, tak- 
ing two thousand nine hundred and twenty acres, and paying three thou- 
sand six landred and forty dollars; ($3,640,) aud twenty-four of the lat- 
ter.class, taking four thousand one handred and five acres, paying in land 
svarrauts, have availed themselves of the privilege af entering their Jnd, 
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*Some remarks upon the finances of the Tertitory, and defects in.ex- , 
-isting laws, were intended, but unable to- próeüre^the ‘data necessary to 
their profitable discussion, I have thought proper:to omit them: ; Your 
attention is,howeyer, particularly called to the report of, the ‘Auditor, upon 


‘the Jaws, A. connected. withbhisduties;. . ^, O . . , 


The -importance of the military road now-being constructed from the 
` “Walla Walla ‘to Fort Behton onthe Missouri, ("as as Stage > "route . and à 


route for. emigration, “can n senrodly: be ovefestinated by our” felloweiti 
zens. , ` 


, This work, ‘ander charge sof its- efficient, superintendent, desi Mi. Z 
Jan, assisted by Capt. DeLacy,)'i is'now. favorably located to the valley of 


` the Bitter-root, and during the next spring: and summer, will be pushéd on 


to the Missouri. ‘And with an extension west from Walla Walla te the 
Sound, ‘will, in connection with the road from St. Paul to Fort Benton, 
afford a direct route for immigration or other travel to our Territory. 


The, explorations o of Lieut, Mullan have developed large. “bodies of 
fine farming and grazing lands, hitherto unknown, and a route thus far 
practicable for a Railroad. During the present winter, observations will 
be made upon the climate; and information, necessary to- determine the 

"further practicability of the route for that purpose through the mountain 
passes, obtained. . 2a 


Lieut. Mullan proposes to. explore a route from Hell’s-gate, in the 
Rocky Mountaine, to Fort Laramie, with a view to the construction of a 
road to that point;: : there to receive the immigration coming up the Platte, 
and afford, them a. route to our Territory and Northern Oregon, some, four 
hundred miles nearer than by way of Salt Lake. . . > 


"'To' complete these roads will require an additional appropriation, for 
which à memorial is recommended. . , E . 


Before taking leave of. this subject, it is due to the present able and 
distinguished commander. of the Military - Department ; of. Oregon, to 
acknowledge the efficient disposition. made ofthe forces under his com- 
“mand. In addition to the admirable arrangements;for the opening. of 
- roads and. the. protection of our widely dispersed population; to his timely _ 
"movement of troops to thé Salt Lake road, a large. body of. emigrants 

“were indebted for protection to their lives andi property,: ‘and our Territory 
“for a handsome addition to its population, (which. would otlierwise, of ne- - 
“cessity have gone south;) and should. he ‘be continued in esinmand, ^affords | 


~ 
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Just ground for confident hope that Indian depredations npon the. emigrant” ` 
in Washington and Oregon are at an end, D^ 


an 
$ 


Without going into detail, it is deemed sufficient to say that E heavif- 
ly concur in the recommendations of my immediate predecessor, (Govertior _ : 


Mason, ) as to the necessity for placing the Indian tribes upon reservations; , 


the appointment of a separate superintendent of Indian affairs for this 
Territory. The total extinguishment of all claims of the Paget Sound 
Agricultural Company, (those.of the. Hudson's Bay Company having ex- 
pired with its Charter;) the creation and location of additional land offi- 
ces; for additional roads through the Territory ; a national coal | depot i in 
our waters; additional lights in the Sound; and upon thé subject of land 
patents from the general government. Your attention is again ipeum 
called to his views upon each of these subjects. 


The public arms are in excellent condition, and with those received 
the present season, are as follows: 194 rifles; 84 rifle-muskets; 37 small 
arms, (damaged; ) 660 muskets; 4 carbines; 3 4 howitzers, with fixtures com- 
plete; 15 sabres. In addition to these, 1088 have been distributed to the 
Counties. : 

Upon looking into the past history of the Territory, bosse that.all 


similar (and often less meritorious) claims have heretofore been paid, (to 
the disinterested observer, ) few things are more sarprising than the delay 


of the general Government in the payment of the “war debt.” Aware, 


however, of the superior personal knowledge of yourselves, and relying 
upon the thorough amplification of the subject in all its bearings hith- 
erto made; and believing that its early payment is among the things 
that MUST be; the uüdersigned will waive all discussion’ and’ pass 
from it, with a friendly warning to those holding just claims not to sacri- 
fice them; adding that its payment should be persistently demanded (re- 


H 


spectfully of course) until justice shall be done. ITIN 


Upon the subject of a “Pacific Railroad,” so much, and by suéh able 
pens, has been already written, that anything farther by one so humble as 
myself, if not superfluous, canbe little more than a waste of time and 
paper. But gentlemen, upon a subject like this, a measnre upon thé 
consummation of which so greatly depends not only the convenience, pros- 
petity, and bappiness of its citizens, the development of the Territory. for 
all time to come; the protection of our lives and property ageinst 
-a foreign. foe; but also the power of ‘our Government to' retain 
this as an integral portion of the Union, or'continoe over ns the 
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i bright disüner of liberty, what atiót can afford to be silent; E when 
we remembér that pon these hang’ all our’ ‘hopes for the: énjoyments ot 
life, ‘and much, very much of the commercial; and maritime | “power of. the 
nation, (for it will surely be conceded by ‘those, ‘acquainted, with: it," that 
iu "this last point of yiew, this Territory i is of more importance. ‘than $ was“ 
-~ originally” “the same éxterit “of space in all our vast, domains, ) who among 
us all, that upon à measure involving consequences such’ as these, does: not 
feel:an ardent desire to cast his mite, “however small, into the géneral re- 
ceptadle of'information and suggestion ?- There can be. none ‘among us. 
who do:not feel that this great: work ought to be done; few that do not 
believe-it will be done. The word fail is fast passing “from: our national 
vocabulary, is being supplanted, by “ when there is a will, ‘there i is a way. 5 
* Upon no object, however great, has the united will, of' the nation ‘hitherto 
failed of accomplishment. ‘Then the way, the best’ way, -is the paramount 
question. Divisions, and thesé divisions ove? a’one road idea, have "here- 
tofore delayed the commencement of this transcendantly inmportant work; 
oné party being for a Southern, another for a middle, and a, third’ ‘for à 
Northern road. This is"believed to beall wrong. The idea E .concen- 
trating all the trade and trüvel of the Atlantic, from the Gulf of Mexico 
to the Aristook, and that'of the Pácifie from the Gulf:of Georgia to, that 
of California, is worse than ‘futile. The people are not likely, never 
ought, to agree to the proposition; neither would it meet their wants: -should 
they do so. - To ‘supply these we » must have, two, à Northern and- E South: 
ern road. 


*' Should however the one road idea prevail, we are. not without tlie best 
.reasons for hope of a terminus within our borders, - Its nearly cen- 
tfal position renders St. Josephs, on the Mississippi river, the- most —- 
probable initial .point for the Eastern. terminus. Thence (being v west, a - - 
littlé nórth):its facility for chép construction, must locate the eastern 
portion up'the valley of the Platte to the South Pass; from which ‘the 
only reasonably practicable route west,.(as was reeently admitted in à _ 
somewhat notable meeting ¢ of those whose’ interests would be best prompted 
Valley of Snake River, . Then the great (national). objet. being to, Teach 
the. Pacific, (not a particular “point on it,) by -the : nearest: and cheapest ` 
routes’ once in tho valley: of that stream, the reasons. for following the” 
Platte, (cheapness and facility of construction, arising: ‘from level surface, E 
abundant supply o of water, and water . . transportation. for cross ties and 
other materials, ) to which must now, be added, the i immense advaritage. of 
the well known exemption of the. ‘valley of that stream (Snake River) 
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from the snows of winter, as compared ,with this digeri element, of 
obstruction, always found on the mountains either «north or south of it, 


would operate with tenfold force in favor of a continuance of the road ; 
down the valley of Snake river to the mouth of Burnt river; thence up ~ 


the latter to the head of Powder river, (ascertained to be a good route,) 
and down its valley and that of the Columbia to a terminus at the head 
of tide water, and perhaps to the Sound. 


These positions are undeniably true, and show that if economy decides 
the location, our Territory willin all probability be the recipient of the 
western end, as it certainly will be, should there be two roads. For the 
latter, the Creator seems to have disposed both the earth's surface and the 
elements far better, than for one, even approximately central; for, while 
thd Northern route, after passing over an immense and gently undulating 
plain, reaches the Rocky Mountains, and thence (if by way of the Colum- 
bia, ) with scarce.a tunnel the entire route to the Sound; and the Southern, 
free from the snows of winter, finds nothing in all its long line equal to 
that which has already been often surmounted in the old States. The 
Central is known to be obstructed by high, preqipitous, and most difficult 
mountains, on which snow to the depth of fifteen to twenty feet annually 
accumulates, which, lying as it frequently does for many consecutive months 
would for the time render railroad traveling impossible. Thus do we find 
both the efements.and the earth’s surface in singular unison with the 
wants and the interests of our wide-spread population, and cach in its 


turn, like the buoy in the channel, or the light upon the strand, with, 


unerring certainty, indicating not only the propriety of, but the necessity 
for two great highways from’ ocean to ocean. 


, But to two roads it. may again, as it has heretofore been objected, 
that we have not the surplus hands, nor at present prices, it is probable 
we could not command the funds necessary to build two such immense lines 
of road. Ifso, the answer is ready—the remedy is easy, and the way to 


“a supply of labor both bountiful and cheap, is plain. 


d 


Bury the mischievous “Sam” beyond the reach of resurrection. Throw, 


wide the portals of the Union. Not only invite hither, but, in connec- 
tion with our commerce, provide transportation for the redundant, half-fed, 
and less thar half-paid millions of the “old world;” assure them of protec- 
tion by'our laws, and profitable employment; and as the oaks in the forest, 
so will be the hardy sons of toil, who will cross the Atlantic and build the 
eastern ends of your roads; and myriads of the sallow, but patient and 


sturdy “John Chinamen,” with others of his caste, will cross the Pacific _ 


and build the western ends, and lapping over the great divide, in thé val- 


11 


ly of the noble Missouri in the north, and that of -the ‘Rio Grande in tlie 
south, weld the last links in the most important highways ever built by man. 
To initiate these, fraternal liberality and justice in the legislation of Con- 
gress; is'all that is necessary. Let the North say to the South, (or vise 


_ versa, ) "locate and build your road where you wish; permit us to do the 


same. We wiil give you all the aid within the constitutional limits of our 
power, and ouly ask a reciprocity at your hands." x 


Upon’ principles such as these, is it believed this great work is likely 
ever to be commenced, and thus, and thus only can the paramount inter- 
ests of the nation be subseryed,,and thus alone, can the great American 
heart be satisfied. l 


‘Once completed, commanding the commerce of the Indies, develop», 
ing our vast interior, affording equal facilities to all. sections, these;roads 
will bind together this Union as with adamantine chains, and the multi- 
tude (for their constraction drawn into our midst) will ere long fill that 
mighty wilderness, now the abode of the beast and the savage, from .the 
Mississippi to the Pacific, with farms, villages, towns and cities: —with 


millions of free and happy people, who in the full enjoyment of our noble - 


institutions, while making the valley broad and mountain high redolent 
with the music of the lowing herd, the anvil, the plough, and the plane, 

will be a tower of strength and bulwark.of national defence, against which 
in vain may tyrants thenceforth hurl their anathemas, and lnunch forth 
their bannered hosts, only to be discomfited, routed and slain. l 


As a fore-runner of these great enterprises, an “Overland Mail” in 


‘four horse coaches upon the N orthern route, would not only facilitate their 
inauguration, but also the conveniénce of the traveling community, our - 


own‘ citizens, the trausmission, and reception of mails, and would also ma- 
terially aid in the developmentof.our extensive interior. 

«Very important also is a similar mail.line from the Capital of this 
Territory, through Oregon, to the capital of California, These are sug- 
gested as proper subjects for urgent memorial. - 


While these bright prospects of a glorious future—the material pros- 
perity of our Territory and of the nation at large—call for the -most sii- 
cere thanks of all, and to the world, this Union- presents the prodigy . of 
but the otlier'day a mere handful of three millions, already grown in all 
the elements of national greatness, one of the most powerful governments: 


. of the times; yet, to:the lover of his country, the aspect of our national 
politics is far from encouraging—a dark cloud is gathering over the. hori- 


~ 


\ 


zon.: Proclamations of treasonable purposes pass unrebuked. . Men. in: 
high places, alike in the South, and the North, in their discussions ipon“. 


slavery, declare their purpose upon the happening of one, or the, not. hap- - 
pening of another contingency to dissolve the Union. Men signally fa- - 


vored by their fellow-citizens, and still more favored by t the gifts of ‘Om- 
nipotence, desecrate the post of honor, and bring all their mental powers 
into requisition for the destruction.of this, the most perfect political fahric 
ever invented by human wisdom. 


Time was, when those who sbould have -proclaimed ach pur- 
-poses would have been hissed, driven from the rostrum, and sunk beneath 
the patriotic scowls of an indignant people. But alas! those halcyon 
days are fast passing away, and the apparent pleasure with which 
Such sentiments are now tolerated is an omen that augurs ill for the 
perpetuity of our national existence. Admonished by these premoni- 
dions,—seeing in.the late.tragical insurrection at Harper's Ferry, Va., the 
maturity of a portion of.the legitimate fruits of tolerating these seditious 
sentiments, and.the discovery of a.wide spread sympathy with, if not ac- 
tual participation in, that treasonable transaction, and desiring above all 
things the perpetual preservation of this fair.confederacy, the undersigned 
- would be deficient in duty should he fail upon this occasion to raise a 
warning voice. In view of these things, that it is possible. for misguided 
philanthropists (unacqnainted with the practical operations.of. slavery and 
the remedy for its alledged evils) aided on the one hand, by those who. 
live by slavery agitation in the free states, and the over zealous, the indis” 
creet, and too often reckless Southrons on the other, to call down upon 
the nation that, most dire of all political woes, à GERONA, cannot he 
denied. t 


Yes, “it is possible ” that, forgetful of duty, and regardless of con- 
„sequences, reckless writers, ‘Speakers and legislators, may “dissolve the 
-Union.” Seeing then, that there is a possibility, nay, "tis feared a proba- 
bility, of such an awful.catastrophe, let us in this embryo State, beware 
„of the hydra-headed monster dissolution, and at once, as faithful sentinels, 
-take our stand upon the watch-tower.of liberty, and by our devotion to the 
Constitution and the Union—the rich legacies.our forefathers beqeuathed 
us—prove.qurselves worthy sons of the noblest sires; and leaving as they 
„did, unfettered and unmolested, to each political division of the confedera- 
4y, (who alone are responsible for them, ) the management of its own do- 
mestie affairs, imitate their wise, peaceful, fraternal and sublime example, 
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And firmly setting our faces*now and forever, against all who would jeop- 
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ardize, or destroy the palladium of liberty; profoundly; thankful for past 
“blessings; fervently beseeching the All Mighty-ruler of the universe, that 

its legislation may be always right, yet. recollecting that to occasionally 

err has been the unaviódable lot of all mankind; relying upon the sagaci- 
QU, wisdom and equity of our countrymen; with an abiding faith that ulti- 
mate publie- justice will be done; “clinging to the Constitution and the 
Union, as the shipwrecked mariner clings to the last plank when night and 
-the tempest close around him;” let our motto ever be “Tus Union.” 


R. D. GHOLSON. 


* * 


- Olympie, Dec. "th, 1859. 


- * 


